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Abstract

Throughout history, the walls of Damascus have undergone a series of evolutions,
changes and additions to its construction, playing a fundamental role in the defense of
the city and the protection of its inhabitants. From the 6th century, European pilgrims
visited Damascus and gave a precise description of the city, devoting part of their
writings to the description of its walls. From the end of the fourteenth century,
pilgrims' interest in the walls of Damascus increased, and stories about them had been
widely circulated in European circles since the mid-15th century. What was the
reason for the interest of European pilgrims in Damascus? And why did its walls
figure prominently in their accounts? And what information did European pilgrims
provide about the walls of Damascus that were not mentioned by other contemporary
sources, notably Arabic?
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“Hic vero Florentinus Damascum his, qui nunc extant, muris pro majori parte "

.cinxit et munivit, eisque Leonem, florentinae Civitatis insignium insculpsit”
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“You must know that in the said city of Damascus there is a very beautiful and
strong castle, which is said to have been built by a Florentine Mameluke at his own
expense, he being lord of the said city. And, moreover, in each angle of the said
castle, the arms of Florence are sculptured in marble... This Florentine was a
Mameluke of the Grand Sultan; and it is reported that in his time the Sultan was
poisoned, and could find no one who could relieve him of the said poison, when it
pleased God that this Florentine should cure him. For this service he gave him the
said city of Damascus, and thus he came to build the castle. Afterwards, he died in
Damascus; and the people held him in great veneration as a holy man, possessing
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great knowledge, and from that time forward the castle has always been in the
possession of the Sultan”

“Et croy qu’il fu du royaulme de France, car il y a entaillé une pierre de ladite
maison les fleurs de lis et samble qu’elles y soient depuis que ladite maison fu faicte
premierement’
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“Die Moschee selbst scheint eine kirche gewesen und fiinkischen ursprungs zu *
sein, dem die franzosischen Lilien finden sich nicht nur in der genannten Moschee,
.sondern auch auf einem grofsen Quadersteine, der am Hauptthore der Stadt liegt”
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